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education making the happiness and dignity of this collective body
the central point to which all things are to trend and by which
all are to be estimated, instead of the pleasure of an unseen and
merely imaginary Power; the imagination at the same time being
fed from youth with representations of all noble things felt and
acted heretofore, and with ideal conceptions of still greater to
come: there is no worthy office of a religion which this system
of cultivation does not seem adequate to fulfil. It would suffice
both to alleviate and to guide human life. Now this is merely
supposing that the religion of humanity obtained as firm a hold
on mankind, and as great a power of shaping their usages, their
institutions, and their education, as other religions have in many
cases possessed.

January 25.

Vanity, in some persons, seems to be an intellectual defect;
incapacity to appreciate qualities different from those they them-
selves possess; incapacity to feel the smallness of human affairs
and capacities altogether; ignorance of the multitude of persons
who have been or are superior to them, and the multitude of
achievements superior to their little bit of attainment, &c. Accord-
ingly this kind of vain persons equally exaggerate the merits and
talents of their friends, or of any persons whom they like or
admire1. In others, again, vanity seems a moral defect; a form
of selfishness; a dwelling on, and caring about, self and what
belongs to it, beyond the just measure; especially what flatters
its self-importance.

January 26.

Perhaps the English are the fittest people to rule over barbarous
or semi-barbarous nations like those of the East, precisely because
they are the stiffest, and most wedded to their own customs, of all
civilised people. All former conquerors of the East have been
absorbed into it, and have adopted its ways, instead of communi-
cating to it their own. So did the Portuguese; so would the
French have done. Not so John Bull \ if he has one foot in India
he will always have another on the English shore.

January 27.

Is composition in verse, as one is often prompted in these days
to think, a worn-out thing, which has died a natural death, never to
be revived? Only if Art, in every one of its other branches, is; universal moralby all who gain
